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Abstract—It is shown that, when angular-momentum losses of a radio pulsar are represented as a sum of
magnetic-dipole and current losses, the angle between the magnetic moment and rotation axis of the radio
pulsar tends to some equilibrium value (near 45◦). This process takes place on a timescale of the order of the
pulsar’s characteristic age. Taking into account the non-dipolarity of the pulsar’s magnetic field changes
this equilibrium angle.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The global structure of pulsar magnetospheres is
being actively studied (see, e.g., [1–4]), but the brak-
ing mechanisms for radio pulsars and the evolution
of the angle χ between the pulsar’s magnetic mo-
ment and rotation axis remain open problems [5, 6].
Special interest in the latter problem has been gen-
erated by observations of the pulsars B1931+24 and
B1822−09 [7, 8], in which we have probably observed
changes in χ.

The state of a pulsar is characterized by two vec-
tors: the dipole moment of the magnetic field m and
the angular velocity of the pulsar’s rotation Ω. If m
and Ω are not parallel (i.e., the pulsar is not co-axial),
there is a triad of linearly independent space vectors
in the laboratory frame,

m, Ω, [Ω × m], (1)

which can be used as a basis [1] (Fig. 1). The torque
applied to the pulsar can be written

K = KΩΩ + Kmm + K⊥[Ω × m]; (2)

the equation describing the rotation of a spherically
symmetric neutron star,

I
dΩ
dt

= K (3)

then becomes

I
dΩ
dt

=
(
K,

Ω
Ω

)
= KΩΩ + Kmm cos χ, (4)

IΩ
d cos χ

dt
= Kmm sin2 χ, (5)

where χ is the angle between the vectors m and Ω
and I is the moment of inertia of the neutron star.
The direction of the evolution of angle χ is determined
solely by the sign of Km [1].

2. MAGNETIC-DIPOLE BRAKING
MECHANISM

We will first consider the magnetic-dipole braking
mechanism for pulsars. In 1955, Deutsch [9] found
the electromagnetic field around a conducting sphere
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Fig. 1. Vectors and angles used in the pulsar coordinate
system.
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with a magnetic dipole at its center that was rotat-
ing in a vacuum. Based on these results, Davis and
Goldstein [10] considered the braking of a neutron
star in vacuum in 1970. They found that, in the limit
Ωa/c � 1, the torque braking a neutron star is

Kdip =
2
3

Ω2

c3
[m× [m × Ω]] (6)

+
1

ac2
(m,Ω)[Ω × m],

where a is the neutron star radius. This expression
differs from the angular-momentum losses for the
rotation of a magnetic dipole in vacuum [11],

Kdip = −2
3

Ω2

c3
m2Ω sin2 χ (7)

because of the appearance of boundary conditions at
the surface of the conducting sphere.

It was assumed in [10] that the magnetic field
inside the neutron star is uniform; i.e., it is created by
a current at the surface of the neutron star. If surface
currents are absent and the dipole magnetic field is
created by volume currents inside the star, then the
torque acting on the neutron star when Ωa/c � 1 is
[12]

Kdip =
2
3

Ω2

c3
[m× [m × Ω]] (8)

+
3
5

1
ac2

(m,Ω)[Ω × m].

Melatos [12] considered not only the case Ωa/c � 1,
but also the case Ωa/c ∼ 1. Note that corrections
to the braking torque related to non-dipolarity of the
magnetic field are not small when Ωa/c ∼ 1.

According to (6) and (8), for a spherically symmet-
ric neutron star, the evolution of angle χ is determined
by [1, 10]

IΩ
dχ

dt
= −2

3
Ω3

c3
m2 cos χ sin χ. (9)

It can also be readily shown using (6) and (8) that
[1, 10]

cos χ

P
= const, (10)

so that all pulsars are forced to become co-axial over a
time of the order of the pulsar spin-down timescale [1,
5]. This appears to contradict observations (see, e.g.,
[13]).

Several ways of solving this problem have been
proposed, in particular the following.

(a) All pulsars are born nearly orthogonal, and,
since the angle changes very slowly in orthogonal
pulsars, the observed pulsars simply have not had
time to reach the regime χ = 0 [6, 14].

(b) All pulsars are born with the periods observed
now; i.e., all observed pulsars are relatively young, and
their rotation periods simply have not yet changed
substantially during their lifetimes [6], so that the
angle χ does not strongly differ from its initial value.

Goldreich [15] considered the case when a neu-
tron star is strongly oblate. In this case, because of
precession, the spin axis Ω of the neutron star tends
to align not with the magnetic moment m but with
the neutron-star symmetry axis. If a neutron star is
a triaxial ellipsoid, the angle χ permanently oscillates
around some average value 〈χ〉 �= 0 [12, 16].

The very existence of the magnetic-dipole braking
mechanism for pulsars was put in question in [17,
18], where it was shown that an orthogonal pulsar
(χ = π/2) is not spun down at all in a model with a
force-free magnetosphere and the absence of current
in the pulsar tube. This result was confirmed in [19]
(see also [1]).

3. CURRENT BRAKING MECHANISM
There is a distinguished region in the magneto-

sphere of a pulsar, called the pulsar tube (a region
of open lines of force), formed by magnetic-field lines
that cross the light cylinder. It is generally accepted
that, in the normal state of a radio pulsar, electric
current flows in the pulsar tube. For the charge of the
neutron star to be conserved, it is usually assumed
that the same electric current flows back in a narrow
layer near the pulsar tube boundary. These two cur-
rents close on the neutron star in the neighborhood of
the polar cap. For these currents to be closed, some
part of their path must cross the magnetic field. As a
result, a Lorentz force induced by these currents, F =
1
c
[j×B], acts in the polar-cap region, and associated

torques act on the neutron-star crust. An expression
for this torque was obtained in [14]:

Kcur = −2
3

Ω3

c3
m2α

m
m

cos χ. (11)

Here, the parameter α characterizes the magnitude of
the electric current flowing through the pulsar tube:

α = 2 · 3
4

j

jGJ

(
Rt(η)
R0(η)

)4

, (12)

jGJ =
ΩB0

2π
cos χ,

where j is the electric-current density in the pul-
sar tube, jGJ the Goldreich–Julian current, B0 the
dipole magnetic field at the magnetic pole of the neu-
tron star, Rt(η) the pulsar-tube radius at height η,
R0(η) = a

√
(Ωa/c)η3/2, η = r/a, and r is the dis-

tance from the center of the star. The factor of two
allows for the contribution from both poles.
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Both the magnetic-dipole and current losses can
be described by formula (1) of problem 2 in Section 72
of Landau and Lifshitz [11]. The total torque acting on
a rotating neutron star, determined by the Maxwell
stress tensor, is

K =
r3

4π

∫
([n ×E](nE) (13)

+ [n × H](nH))dΩ,

where n =
r
r

, E and H are the electric and magnetic

field near the rotating neutron star, r is the distance

from the center of the star, a is its radius, a < r <
c

Ω
,

and dΩ is an element of solid angle. The electric-
current density in an axially symmetric pulsar tube is

j = −A(ξ)jGJ
B
B

. (14)

The dimensionless variable ξ (0 ≤ ξ ≤ 1) describes
the position of a point inside the tube, ξ = 0 corre-
sponds to the tube center, and ξ = 1 to its lateral
surface. In the case of a purely dipolar magnetic field,

B =
1
r3

(3n(nm) − m) , (15)

in a regime with a free outflow of charges from the
surface, the factor A in (14) is [20]

A = 1 − κ, (16)

where κ ≈ 0.15 describes the effect of frame dragging.
In a spherical coordinate system with the Oz axis

aligned with the magnetic field, a thin tube with a
current is described by the equations θ(η) = θ0

√
η,

φ = const, where θ0 =
√

Ωa/c � 1. According to the
Stokes theorem, the Maxwell equations

curlH =
4π
c

j, divH = 0 (17)

lead to an expression for the magnetic-field compo-
nent Hφ

Hφ =
2π
c

jaθ(η)ηξ = −ΩB0a

c
ξ
cos χ

η3
θ0η

3
2 A, (18)

where aθ(η)η = aθ0η
3/2 is the tube radius a distance

r from the center of the star and B0 = 2m/a3 is the
field intensity at the magnetic pole.

Substituting the total magnetic field B + Hφeφ

into (13) and taking into account that Bn ≈ B cos χ
(for a thin tube), we obtain the expression for the
current torque (the factor of two allows for the two
poles):

Kcur = 2
r3

4π

∫
Hφ[n × eφ]dΩ. (19)

Taking into account that dΩ = sin θdθdφ≈ θdθdφ,
[n × eφ] = −eθ, θ(η) = θ0

√
ηξ, i.e., dΩ = θ2

0ηξdξdφ,
we substitute (18) into (19) and integrate over φ and
ξ; this yields the expression for the vector Kcur:

Kcur = −2
m
m

B2
0a3

8

(
Ωa

c

)
θ4
0A cos χ. (20)

The current torque Kcur does not depend on the
height at which we have integrated over the tube
cross section (r could be equal to a). However, when
calculating Kcur for the distorted dipole magnetic
field, we must take r > a values where the field is
nearly dipolar (where all the l-pole moments, except
for l = 1, are small). We prefer this way of obtaining
the current torque Kcur, because it does not depend
on the structure of the surface currents or the pres-
ence of a non-dipolar magnetic field at the surface of
the neutron star.

According to (11), for a spherically symmetric
neutron star, the evolution of angle χ is now deter-
mined by [1, 14]

IΩ
dχ

dt
=

2
3

Ω3

c3
m2α cos χ sin χ. (21)

We can readily show using (11) that [1]

sin χ

P
= const, (22)

so that all pulsars are forced to become orthogonal
over a time of the order of the pulsar spin-down
timescale [1, 5, 6].

It is noteworthy that, in this case, the neutron-
star asymmetry and associated precession of the spin
axis do not prevent the pulsar achieving an orthogonal
rotation regime [21].

4. SHAPE AND RADIUS OF THE PULSAR
TUBE CROSS-SECTION

Jones [14] supposed that the contributions to the
braking of a neutron star due to the magnetic-dipole
and current mechanisms can be added. The total
torque K applied to a neutron star is then

K = Kdip + Kcur, (23)

and hence

IΩ
dχ

dt
= −2

3
Ω3

c3
m2 (1 − α) cos χ sin χ. (24)

In this case, stationary values of the angle χ different
from χ = 0◦ and χ = 90◦ are possible only for α = 1.
If α(χ) decreases with increasing χ, there is a stable
stationary state at the point where α(χ) = 1. Jones
[14] assumed α � 1, so that the pulsar reached a co-
axial regime.
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An example when this cannot be done, and, more-
over, there are no magnetic-dipole losses whatsoever,
was demonstrated in [17, 19] (see also [1]). However,
the results of observations of the pulsar B1931+24 [7]
probably provide evidence not only that pulsars un-
dergo magnetic-dipole losses, but also that these can
be added to current losses. Here, we postulate that
there exist both magnetic-dipole and current losses,
whose contributions to the braking of a neutron star
can be added.

Thus far, it has been supposed that the tube of
open lines of force is axisymmetrical, i.e., its cross
section at neutron-star surface (at its base) is a circle,
whose radius does not depend on χ. Of course, this
is a good approximation for the axisymmetric case
cos χ = ±1, when Ω is parallel to m.

Biggs [22] considered the dependence of the pulsar
tube shape on χ in a vacuum magnetosphere model.
It was shown that, as χ changed from 0◦ to 90◦, the
pulsar tube cross section is flattened in the plane of
the vectors Ω and m; i.e., in this direction, the size
of the pulsar tube decreases from θ0aη3/2 to θ1aη3/2.
At the same time, the size of the pulsar tube does not
change in the direction of the vector [Ω × m]. If we
suppose that the pulsar magnetic field remains purely
dipolar up to the light cylinder, then

sin θ1 = sin θ0g(χ), (25)

where we have introduced the notation

g(χ) =
(

(1 − μ)3

1 + 3μ

)1/4

, (26)

cos χ =
1 − 3μ√
1 + 3μ

.

As χ changes from 0 to 90◦, μ varies from 0 to
1
3

;

χ = 90◦ corresponds to μ =
1
3

, and

g
(π

2

)
=

(
4
27

) 1
4

≈ 0.620. (27)

This coincides with the results of [22] and differs from

the value g
(π

2

)
≈ 0.54 given in [13].

In the model [22], the pulsar tube cross section
becomes similar to an ellipse; one of its axes does
not change its length, while the other decreases by a
factor of g(χ). The expression for α(χ) can be written

α(χ) = 2
3
4
Ag(χ)2. (28)

Figure 2 shows the α(χ) dependence for this case
(solid curve). The thin horizontal line marks the value
α = 1 required for the stationary state. There exists
a stationary state at the angle χ ≈ 48◦, and, since
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Fig. 2. Dependence of the function α(χ) determining
the current losses on the angle χ (solid curve). The thin
horizontal line marks the value required for the stationary
state, α = 1. There is a stable stationary state at the angle
χ ≈ 48◦.

α(χ) decreases with increasing χ, this state is sta-
ble. The model predicts that pulsars should tend to
the equilibrium angle χ ≈ 48◦, in contradiction with
the observed angle distribution for pulsars (see, e.g.,
[13]).

If the size of the pulsar tube varies as is shown in
[1, Fig. 2.17] or in [23] (see also [24]), according to our
model for pulsars with purely dipolar magnetic fields,
equilibrium angles χ do not exist.

5. PRECESSION OF ANGULAR VELOCITY
Let us consider precession of the angular veloc-

ity of rotation of a neutron star connected with the
second term in (8). We assume that the neutron star
is a perfectly rigid sphere. In this connection, we
neglect the effect of asphericity of the neutron star
(see, e.g., [8, 12, 15]). Also, for simplicity, we will not
take into account dissipative processes related to the
precession [8, 12, 25].

Let us align the Oz axis with the magnetic mo-
ment m. Equation (3) then becomes

I

K0

dΩ
dt

= −(sin2 χ + α cos2 χ), (29)

I

K0
Ω

d cos χ

dt
= (1 − α) sin2 χ cos χ, (30)

I

K0
Ω

dφ

dt
= − 9

10
c

Ωa
cos χ, (31)

where φ is the azimuthal angle of the vector Ω =
(Ω sin χ cos φ,Ω sin χ sin φ,Ω cos χ), and K0 =
2Ω3m2/3c3. Hence, the precession period is

Tp =
2π
Ωp

, Ωp = −3
5
Ω

m2

ac2I
cos χ, (32)
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Fig. 3. The function f(η) for γ = π, χ = 45◦, κ = 0.15,
Δ = 0.1. The solid curve shows the case of a purely
dipolar magnetic field (ν = 0), the dashed curve the case
ν = 0.3, and the dotted curve the case ν = 0.5. The
function f(η) is everywhere positive and monotonically
increasing.

and is much less than the pulsar age τ (i.e., the
characteristic timescales for changes in Ω and χ):

Tp

τ
=

40π
9

(
Ωa

c

)
sin2 χ + α cos2 χ

cos χ
� 1, (33)

τ =
P

2Ṗ
= − Ω

2Ω̇
(at least for sufficiently old pulsars with P � 1 s and
for angles χ not too close to 90◦). Asphericity of
the neutron star’s shape can result in a considerable
decrease in the precession period.

Averaging (29) and (30) over the precession pe-
riod, we obtain:

I

K0

〈
dΩ
dt

〉
= −(sin2 χ + 〈α〉 cos2 χ), (34)

I

K0
Ω

〈
d cos χ

dt

〉
= (1 − 〈α〉) sin2 χ cos χ, (35)

where 〈α〉 is the value of α averaged over the pre-
cession period (in contrast to Ω and χ, the current
in the pulsar tube and α can vary strongly during the
precession period; see below).

The equilibrium value of χ is achieved if the mean
value over the precession period 〈α(χ)〉 = 1. Thus,
if the mean for the period 〈α(χ)〉 decreases with in-
creasing χ, this state is stable.

Note that, if the value of the angle χ corresponds
to the equilibrium state 〈α(χ)〉 = 1, the rate at which
the neutron star spins down does not depend on the
equilibrium value of χ:

I
dΩ
dt

∣∣∣∣
〈α〉=1

= −2
3

Ω3m2

c3
. (36)

The timescale for the stationary value of χ to be
reached coincides to order of magnitude with the
characteristic age of the pulsar,

τ =
P

2Ṗ
=

3
16π2

Ic3P 2

m2
≈ 5.2 × 107P 2 yrs (37)

(for B0 = 1012 G, a = 106 cm, a neutron star mass
M = 2 × 1033 g, I = 0.4Ma2 ≈ 0.8 × 1045 g cm2).

If a pulsar with the current period P = 1 s (τ ≈
5.2 × 107 yrs) was born rapidly rotating, e.g., with
P ≈ 3 × 10−2 s (τ ≈ 5.2 × 104 yrs), it has already
passed through several characteristic ages during its
spin-down to 1 s. To calculate the time evolution of χ,
we must jointly solve the system of equations (34),
(35). This shows, in particular, that the evolution
of the angle slows as it approaches the equilibrium
value, so that the angle can continue to change
when P ∼ 1 s, even for pulsars that were born rapidly
rotating.

6. NON-DIPOLAR MAGNETIC FIELD

As is noted above, the lines of force in the pulsar
tube cross the surface of the light cylinder; therefore,
an electric current can flow in the tube. Moreover, if
there exists a region in the pulsar tube where the lon-
gitudinal electric field E|| = EB/B is non-zero (the
pulsar-diode region [26]), particles will be accelerated
in this region. Below, we use the “inner gap” model,
in which particle acceleration in the pulsar tube takes
place near the surface of the neutron star.

It is currently accepted that the magnetic field
at the neutron-star surface can strongly differ from
a dipolar field. This is required, e.g., to explain the
existence of long-period radio pulsars [27, 28]. It is
also supposed that the magnetic field near the surface
of the neutron star must differ very strongly from a
dipolar field in order for radio pulsars to operate in the
Ruderman–Sutherland model [29–31].

We will describe the non-dipolarity of the mag-
netic field using the model [32] (see also [33, 34]).
We suppose that a neutron star with radius a has a
magnetic dipole moment m (the field at its magnetic
pole is then B0 = 2m/a3). An additional magnetic
dipole with magnetic moment m1 is placed a distance
aΔ below the surface (deeper in the star) in the region
of the neutron-star pole. The vector m1 is perpen-
dicular to m; the angle between m1 and the (Ω,m)
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Fig. 4. Same as Fig. 3 for χ = 70◦.

plane is γ. We will assume everywhere that Δ is 0.1,
which approximately corresponds to the thickness of
the neutron-star crust; this does not result in a rapid
decay of the additional dipole m1. We introduce a
spherical coordinate system (η = r/a, θ, φ) with the z
axis directed along m and the x axis along m1. Then,
using the small-angle approximation θ � 1, we can
write for the total magnetic field B = B0 + B1 [32]:

Br =
B0

η3
, Bθ =

B0

η3

(
θ

2
+ λ cos φ

)
, (38)

Bφ = −B0

η3
λ sin φ,

where

ν =
B1

B0
, (39)

λ = ν

(
Δη

η − 1 + Δ

)3

, η =
r

a
.

Note that, if the azimuthal angle φ is measured from
the direction Ox in (31), then γ = π − φ.

For simplicity, we assume that θ0 � Δ and as-
sume everywhere a thin-tube model. In this model for
the magnetic field, we can assume to good accuracy
that the Goldreich–Julian density ρGJ is constant
over the tube cross section, and varies only with
height η (in particular, this means that we can neglect
the Arons–Scharlemann term ∼θ0ξ

√
η sin χ cos φ in

ρGJ ):

ρGJ =
ΩB(η)
2πc

f(η) cos χ, (40)
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Fig. 5. Same as Fig. 3 for χ = 30◦. The function f(η)
becomes non-monotonic in the case of sufficiently strong
non-dipolarity (ν = 0.3 and 0.5).

where

f(η) =
1√

1 + λ2

[(
1 − κ

η3

)
(41)

+ λ(η)
(

1 +
1
2

κ

η3

)
tan χ cos γ

]
.

If the lower plate of the diode is at a height η0, the
electric current flowing through the diode is [28]

j = jGJf(η0). (42)

In this case, the electrostatic potential Φ is [28]

Φ =
ΩF

2πc
(f(η) − f(η0)) (1 − ξ2) cos χ (43)

at η0 ≤ η ≤ ηc,

where F = π(θsa)2B is the magnetic flux through the
tube and ηc is the height of the upper plate of the
diode (if the pulsar is off, ηc = ∞). For there to be
no potential wells where particles can accumulate in
the pulsar diode, the function f(η) must increase as
η0 ≤ η ≤ ηc.

To determine the height η0 of the lower plate of the
pulsar diode, we assume that

—the electric field at the diode plates is zero (then,
in particular, (42) will be satisfied),

—the potential Φ monotonically increases in the
pulsar diode,

—the pulsar diode is as close to the neutron star
as possible.
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Let us first consider the case cos γ < 0. Then, f(η)
is everywhere a monotonically increasing function
(Fig. 3). Therefore, if f(1) ≥ 0, the pulsar diode can
be placed at the surface of the neutron star. Then,
η0 = 1, and the electron current density in the tube
is j = jGJf(1).

However, a case is possible when f(1) < 0 at the
surface of the neutron star (Fig. 4). We can then
assume that the entire region f(η) < 0 is filled with

stagnant protons or positrons (like those that are
trapped in the region of closed lines of force). These
are restrained from falling onto the neutron star by
a very small electric field. For positive particles, this
electric field compensates the force of gravity, while,
for electrons, it (together with the gravitational field)
forms a potential barrier, which must be overcome by
electrons escaping from the neutron star if they are
to reach the pulsar diode. Thus, the electron current
is determined by the fraction of thermal electrons
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Fig. 8. The equilibrium angle χ as a function of the non-dipolarity ν. The dependence of the tube radius on χ is taken into
account in the left-hand graph. The dependence in the right-hand plot assumes that the pulsar-tube shape and radius do not
depend on χ. The current decreases at ν ≥ 0.8 such that the pulsar is forced to become co-axial. The dotted curve in the
right-hand plot shows the equilibrium angle χ that would be obtained using (45).

that are capable of overcoming this potential barrier.
Therefore, this current is very small, and and we can
place the beginning of the pulsar diode at the point
f(η0) = 0. In fact, the pulsar tube operates in the
Ruderman–Sutherland regime and sparking is pos-
sible.

Let us now consider the case cos γ > 0. The func-
tion f(η) is then positive everywhere, but it is no
longer monotonic (Fig. 5). As a result, we cannot
place the pulsar diode right at the neutron-star sur-
face, since, in this case,

—either E|| is nonzero at the neutron-star surface,
or

—the potential Φ immediately becomes negative,
preventing the escape of electrons.

Therefore, we place the pulsar diode at the min-
imum point of f(η). In this case, electrons can es-
cape from the neutron-star surface and f(η0) ≈ 1.
At the diode base (1 < η < η0), there is a region
that is similar to the pulsar-tube bottom near the
“outer gap.” Here, either the potential oscillates (if the
birth rate of electron–positron pairs is not high) [35]
or regions with small enhancements of the potential
(mini-diodes) alternate with regions where the longi-
tudinal electric field is zero, and a medium of stagnant
electrons is present (if electron–positron pairs are
born very intensely). However, we cannot rule out the
possibility that nearly the entire tube is filled with a
medium of stagnant electrons, and there is an “outer
gap” at heights η ∼ ηLC = c/Ωa, where the electric
field is directed away from the star. Obviously, protons
cannot traverse the huge potential barrier at the base
of the “outer gap” (1 < η < η0), and consequently
j = 0. However, electrons falling downward can be
accelerated in this diode [36], i.e., j < 0.

In the model considered, the electric current flow-
ing through the pulsar tube can be approximately
described by

j = jGJ · max {0, 1 + ν tan χ cos γ} (44)

at cos γ < 0,
j = jGJ at cos γ > 0.

During the precession time Tp, the angle χ remains
virtually constant, and the angle γ changes from 0
to 2π. As a result, the current in the pulsar tube at
ν tan χ < 1 averaged over the precession period is

〈j〉 = jGJ

(
1 − ν

π
tan χ

)
. (45)

When averaging, we assumed that the non-dipolarity
ν is the same for both pulsar tubes. At the same
time, the angle γ can be arbitrary. If ν tan χ > 1, the
pulsar spends some time in a quasi-Ruderman regime
during the precession interval.

Figure 6 presents the current in the pulsar tube
averaged over the precession time 〈j〉 as a function
of χ. Figure 7 shows the a plot of the function 〈α(χ)〉,
with the dependence of the tube radius on χ taken into
account. When ν ≥ 0.8, the current is always less

than
2
3
jGJ (Fig. 7), and, accordingly, 〈α〉 ≤ 1; i.e., the

pulsar inevitably becomes co-axial.
The left-hand plot of Fig. 8 presents the equilib-

rium angle χ as a function of the non-dipolarity ν.
This dependence takes into account the change in
the tube shape with the change in χ, according to
(28). This figure shows that there should be pulsars
with equilibrium angles χ greater than 48◦. More-
over, the most range of angles that is most populated
in pulsars, χ ∼ 10◦−30◦ [13], corresponds to a very
narrow interval of the magnetic-field non-dipolarity,
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ν ∼ 0.7−0.8. The absence of pulsars with equilibrium
angles χ greater than 48◦ is due to the sharp decrease
in the pulsar-tube size in the model [22]. If we sup-
pose that the pulsar-tube area does not change as a
pulsar approaches the orthogonal regime or, as in the
case presented in Fig. 2.17 of [1], this area increases,
pulsars with purely dipolar magnetic fields ν = 0 will
have equilibrium angles χ = 90◦.

The right-hand plot of Fig. 8 shows the equilib-
rium angle χ as a function of the non-dipolarity ν
assuming that the shape and radius of the pulsar tube
do not depend on χ. The range of equilibrium angles
χ ∼ 10◦−30◦ corresponds to a still narrower interval
of the non-dipolarity ν. Note that, with such strong
non-dipolarity (ν ≥ 0.7), the current losses become
less than the magnetic-dipole losses; consequently,
the mechanism for the stabilization of the angle χ re-
lated to the nonaxially symmetric shape of the neutron
star probably operates [12, 15]. Moreover, it seems
quite reasonable to suppose that, since the magnetic
field itself induces a deformation of the neutron star
[15], the axis for this deformation does not differ too
strongly from the direction of m, and precisely this
mechanism provides equilibrium angles χ ∼ 10◦−30◦
for the majority of pulsars.
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